
   

Don’t know a word? 
What should you do? 

 
ü Look at the pictures. 
ü Try to sound out the word. 
ü Look at the beginning letters. 
ü Look at the ending letters. 
ü Look for a smaller word within 

the word. 
ü Skip the word and read the 

sentence to the end. 
ü Try to guess!  What word 

makes sense?  Does your guess 
look like the word you can see? 

ü Use the words around it. 
ü Go back and re-read.  Does it 

sound right? 
ü Put another word in its place. 
ü Ask a friend or an adult. 
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How to choose ‘Just Right’ 
books 

 
ü Look at the cover. 
ü Read the title and the 

author. 
ü Read the blurb on the back. 
ü Read the first page. 
ü Use the 5 Finger Rule: 

 
Read a page and put up a finger for 
each word you don’t know. 
 

1. Easy to read.  Have fun! 
2. Just right. Enjoy! 
3. Challenging, but try it. 
4. Very challenging, read with a 

friend or adult. 
5. Too hard, save it for later or 

ask someone to read it to 
you. 
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